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ANCIENT 

BALLADS  AND  SONGS 

OF  THE 

NORTH  OF  SCOTLAND, 

III  THER  TO  UNP  UBLISHED. 


WITH  EXPLANATORY  NOTES, 


BY 

PETER  BUCHAN, 

CORK ES  1*0 N D I N G  MEMBER  OF  THE  SOCIETY  OF  ANTIQUARIES  OF 
SCOTLAND. 


u  The  ancient  spirit  is  not  dead, — 

Old  times ,  we  trust y  are  living  here." 


ftteprintob  from  the  dDrtginitl  (Elution  of  1828. 
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IN  TWO  VOLUMES. 


EDINBURGH:  WILLIAM  PATERSON. 


ANCIENT  BALLADS  AND  SONGS 

OF  THE 

NORTH  OF  SCOTLAND, 

HITHERTO  UNl’URLISHED,  WITH  EXPLANATORY  .VOTES, 

By  PETER  BUCHAN. 

EARLY  half  a  century  has  elapsed  since 
the  publication  of  a  most  important  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  Ballad  Literature  of 
Scotland.  In  the  year  1828  Peter  Buchan  issued  the 
volumes  bearing  the  above  title,  prior  to  which  date 
many  collections  of  Ballads  had  appeared,  but  none 
that  were  especially  devoted  to  those  of  the  North 
of  Scotland. 

Mr  Buchan  states  in  his  introductory  notice  that 
lie  took  down  most  of  his  versions  of  the  Ballads 
and  Songs  from  the  singing  and  recitation  of  old 
men  and  women,  principally  in  Aberdeenshire,  and 
that  he  also  received  assistance  from  ladies  and 
gentlemen  in  that  and  other  parts  of  Scotland.  The 
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notes  which  he  appended  are  very  valuable,  giving 
much  curious  historical  and  antiquarian  information 
regarding  persons  and  places  referred  to  in  the 
Ballads  and  Songs,  and  displaying  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  different  versions. 

Sir  Walter  Scott  says,  “  It  is  indeed  the  most 
•complete  collection  of  the  kind  which  has  yet 
appeared;”  and  Motherwell  in  the  Paisley  Maga¬ 
zine  writes  of  the  work  in  the  following  enthusiastic 
terms  : — “  Most  welcome  to  us  are  these  volumes,  tor, 
in  honest  verity,  they  contain  many  admirable  and 
most  valuable  remains  of  the  early  song  of  our  native 
land,”  and,  “  to  conclude,  no  one  bearing  an  honest 
affection  towards  the  song  of  his  fatherland,  should 
lack  for  a  moment  the  ‘  Ancient  Ballads  and  Songs  of 
the  North  of  Scotland.’  ” 

For  many  years  this  collection  has  been  one  of 
the  rarest  and  most  expensive  of  the  Scottish  Ballad 
Books,  and  in  accordance  with  repeated  requests  the 
present  publisher  has  been  induced  to  issue  a  verbatim 
reprint  in  two  handsome  volumes,  at  a  moderate 
price,  to  range  with  Mr  David  Laing’s  cabinet 
edition  of  the  “  Works  of  Sir  David  Lindsay .”  A 
limited  number  has  been  printed  on  LARGE  PARER,  uni¬ 
form  with  Mr  Maidment’s  “Scotish  Ballads  and  Songs,” 
.and  “  Book  of  Scotish  Pasguilsf  as  well  as  the  recently 


published  reprints  of  Watson,  Herd,  Ritson,  and 
others. 

The  portrait  of  Buchan  which  appeared  in  the 
first  edition  has  been  printed  from  the  engraved  plate 
in  the  possession  of  his  son,  and  forms  the  frontispiece 
to  the  first  volume. 


It  is  intended  to  issue  in  subsequent  volumes  the 
other  works  of  Peter  Buchan,  which  have  now 
become  very  scarce,  together  with  a  new  Life  of  the 
Author,  by  his  son. 


WILLIAM  PATERSON,  EDINBURGH. 
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